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Summary 



1. Norway, Chile, India, Russia, and South Africa hosted 
informal consultations May 3 to discuss with Geneva missions, 
NGOs, and OHCHR Secretariat staff the Human Rights Council's 
(HRC) first session and initial phase of operations. The 
tone of the meeting was pleasantly cordial and 
non-confrontational, suggesting that members were on their 
best behavior in the run-up to the May 9 HRC elections. 
China stressed that an HRC chair-designate, a provisional 
agenda, and a plan to extend all mandates should be put in 
place before the June 19 HRC start date. This reflected the 
general consensus, which also called for formulating a road 
map for the first year's sessions, establishing a working 
group to consider the procedures for the universal periodic 
review and to review mandates from the Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) , and holding a dignified, transparent, and 
all-inclusive first session. The debate on how much 
substance should be included in the first session continued, 
but all agreed that there would be little time given the 
two-week schedule. Several representatives, mostly from 
European and GRULAC countries, suggested including the five 
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inter-governmental working groups at the inaugural session. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Although there was widespread agreement on the need for a 
facilitator to guide preparations for the HRC's first 
session, many countries preferred to wait until after the May 
9 Council elections and the designation of a chair. End 
Summary. 

Widespread Agreement on Many Key Issues 



2. This cross-regional event showcased widespread consensus 
on the necessity of the following for the first session: 

-advance preparations ; 

-a facilitator (though half of those who spoke wanted this 
role filled only by the chair-designate) ; 

-focus on short-fuse priorities, including extension of all 
mandates for one year ; 

-extension of the Sub-Commission so it can meet in August; 
-creation of a flexible road map outlining sessions for the 
next year; 

-strong focus on procedural matters ; 

-a High-Level Segment with speaking times of 5-10 minutes; 
-creation of working groups to develop the universal periodic 
review process and to review all existing mandates and 
mechanisms ; and 

-transparency and inclusion of non-Council members and NGOs. 
China Speaks Up 



3. Chinese Counselor Yifan La said the first session should 
be a structured and dignified affair focused on procedural 
matters and the creation of a road map for the next year. 
Pressing issues would be the selection of a Council and 
chair-designate, a provisional agenda to include the 
extension of all expiring mandates, and the establishment of 
a working group to formulate universal periodic review 
procedures and other mechanisms inherited from the Commission 
on Human Rights (CHR) , including the 1503 complaints 
mechanism. Functioning rules of procedure should also be in 
place by the first session. La conceded that it was a 
"daunting task" but one that the Council would need to 
undertake "to bury the old Commission." He said all 
stakeholders should be part of the first session but did not 
elaborate how they would participate. Participants appeared 
to share most of China's views, though GRULAC members 
appeared dissatisfied after La said that China supported 
drawing lots for the Council chairmanship position or doing 
it alphabetically, starting with the African Group. Earlier 
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in the meeting, Brazil had stated that a GRULAC country would 
claim the chairmanship of the new Council. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Fitting Substance into First Session 



4. Many members expressed the need to include some substance 
in the first session ' s agenda . A proposal to take action on 
the five inter-governmental working groups -- Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, Enforced Disappearances, Optional 
Protocol to Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Covenant, 
Right to Development, and Durban Implementation — at the 
inaugural session garnered widespread support from Chile, the 
Czech Republic, France, Malaysia, Mexico, Portugal, Spain, 
and Switzerland. Some representatives, most notably Spain, 
suggested that the adoption of the Draft Convention Against 
Enforced Disappearances and the Draft Declaration on the 



Rights of Indigenous Peoples was a forgone conclusion. In 
separate interventions, Poloff and her Australian counterpart 
pointed out that a number of countries considered the two at 
different stages of development and not ready for adoption. 
Several Asian Group countries, including Indonesia, cautioned 
the group to refrain from introducing anything controversial 
during the first session to ensure a smooth launching of the 
HRC. China reminded member states of how the last CHR 
session "almost didn't happen" due to disagreements among 
members and reiterated that all contentious issues should be 
avoided for the first session. Several countries agreed that 
there should be a role at the first session for Special 
Procedures, especially since most of the mandate holders 
would be in Geneva anyway during the week of June 19 for 
their annual meeting. Discussion on the exact degree of 
participation ranged, however, from simply attending the 
opening ceremony to having the Special Procedures chair make 
a general presentation to interactive dialogue with all 
mandate holders. 

Chair-Designate As Facilitator 



5. Most countries stressed the urgency of having a 
facilitator to guide preparations leading up to the June 19 
HRC session, but a few countries, most notably China, 
suggested it would be better to wait for a chair-designate to 
be determined and let that person facilitate consultations. 
China said that the host countries at the May 3 consultations 
were already serving as facilitators, so it would be better 
to wait for a chair-designate. France and several other 
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countries said that they could wait for a chair-designate to UNCLASSIFIED 

be selected after the May 9 elections. (Note: Discussions 

on the margin confirmed that agreement on a chair is still a 

long way off. End note) Switzerland noted that it was 

organizing its own cross -regional consultation meeting in 

Lausanne on May 15 to continue informal discussions on the 

HRC. 
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